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UNITED WAY OF MOWER COUNTY CELEBRATES COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN RESULTS

AUSTIN, MN — United Way of Mower County has completed its 2025-2026 Community Campaign, raising
$1,178,461 to support programs and services that strengthen our local community.

While total dollars raised came in slightly below last year’'s campaign, donor participation grew by 11%. The
growing donor base reflects expanding community engagement and a broader foundation of support for the
years ahead.

Contributions came from across the community, with workplace giving remaining the campaign’s largest
source, followed by business and foundation contributions, and gifts from individual residential donors. Each of
these giving channels reflects a different dimension of community ownership in this work, and together, they
make the breadth of UWMC’s impact possible.

Through United Way of Mower County’s strategic Community Investment process, dollars raised will be
allocated to 36 programs coordinated by 25 local partner agencies serving Mower County residents. These
investments span UWMC’s four impact areas: youth opportunity, financial security, healthy community, and
basic needs. Together, partner programs address needs ranging from early childhood literacy and childcare
scholarships to food security, housing assistance, mental health, dental care, transportation for seniors, and
support for people with disabilities.

“This campaign is a powerful reminder that United is the Way,” said Molly Lanke, Executive Director of United

Way of Mower County. “In a year when many households are feeling stretched, seeing more people choose to
invest in this community sends a powerful message about what people here believe in. Every gift is part of the
story of how Mower County takes care of its own.”

United Way of Mower County extends its gratitude for all involved in the fundraising effort. The campaign’s
success was made possible by the generosity of donors, the dedication of volunteers, and the ongoing
partnership of local businesses and organizations. Learn more about this year’s results, partner programs, and
ways to get involved at www.uwmower.org/celebrate.

About United Way of Mower County

United Way of Mower County improves lives by mobilizing the caring power of community to advance youth
opportunity, financial security, health initiatives, and basic needs. Through strategic partnerships and
community-driven solutions, UWMC creates lasting change that helps our neighbors thrive.
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